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Key Startup Cities

Tirana — national hub home to ~160 mapped startups, many startup hubs (OFICINA,
Tirana Inc., Protik, Coolab, HUBITAT) and the new Plug & Play program that brings
Silicon Valley mentors to each cohort.

Durres — “Durana Tech Park” — 50+ companies already signed to the park opened 2
Apr 2025; goal: 5,000 tech jobs along the Tirana-Durres corridor.

Korcga — its Innovation & Technology Hub opened with EU4Innovation’s support provides
coworking, coding courses, and digital-nomad programs, aiming to keep local talent in
the city.

Shkodér — affordable lakeside city drawing remote teams; co-working demand up 30 %
in 2024.

Vlora & Saranda — coastal lifestyle plus the Unique Permit keep digital nomads year-
round.

Regional Ecosystem Connections

Kosovo, North Macedonia, Montenegro: joint hackathons and shared WB Startup
Alliance programs.

Greece & ltaly: fastest export markets, where daily ferries and near-shore contracts cut
logistics costs.

EU & Western Balkans: a new €417 m EBRD-EU window for SME digitalisation covers
all six WB economies.[i]

What Sets Albania Apart

Cost advantage: Cost-of-living index 39.9; among the lowest in Europe.

English proficiency: EF EPI ranks Albania 43 / 116.

Remote-worker visa: the One-year Unique Permit, renewable to five, is fully online.
Talent pipeline: tuition-free coding school 42 Tirana opened registrations in 2025.

Challenges to Navigate

Small domestic market: 2.8 m residents push founders to think about export on day
one.

Payment rails gap: Stripe still unsupported and PayPal functionality limited,
complicating Saas billing.

Skills gap in advanced technologies: shortage of experienced product, growth and C-
level leaders; recruiters rely on diaspora hires.

Brain drain: Population decline of 14 % since 2011 drives brain-drain risk.
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Ecosystem Overview

Albania’s startup scene is young yet gaining speed. A new law, the Startup Albania agency, the
EU4Innovation programme, and Plug & Play Tirana now supply grants, mentoring, and global
links, while Durana Tech Park targets 5 000 high-skill jobs along the Tirana—Durrés corridor.
With improving digital infrastructure and increasing international engagement, Albania is
positioning itself as an evolving player in the Southeastern European tech landscape, offering
specific opportunities in nearshoring services, regional market solutions, and digital tourism
innovations.

Internationalization — the Next Leap

e WB Startup Alliance exchange trips and EU soft-landing vouchers support outward
expansion.

e Unique Permit plus low taxes lure remote founders, turning Albania into a base for EU-
facing operations.

e EIT Regional Innovation Scheme accepted Albania on 1 Jan 2025, opening doors to
pan-EU pilots.]ii]

Innovation & Performance

According to the Global Innovation Index (GllI):

2021: Albania ranked 84th

2022: Albania ranked 84th

2023: Improved to 83rd

2024: Slight dip to 84th, still matching its income-peer group

Albania scores well above the EU average in sales of new-to-market and new-to-firm
innovations (187 %) and in environment-related technologies (172 %), showing clear strengths
in green and market-oriented innovation. It also stands out for a high share of enterprises that
provide ICT training and a quickly expanding pool of tertiary-educated graduates and foreign
doctorate students, boosting the country’s innovation talent base.[iii]

What’s Next in 2025

o Durana Tech Park targets 100 resident firms and sector-specific labs.

e Government Grant Program 2025 funds concept-to-international-stage startups at up to
75 % of costs.

o NomadTech, launched on 22 April 2025, signals Albania’s drive to attract digital nomads
and global tech talent.

o €80 m World Bank loan accelerates digital public services, easing company formation
and e-procurement.[iv]

e New €417 m EBRD-EU facility injects capital for SME automation and green tech.
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